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Airplane

Private; Single-engine Land

21

The  pilot  said  that  he  flew  direct from Longmont, Colorado to Ankeny, Iowa (533 nautical miles), and put 49.2 gallons of fuel in the
airplane.    On  the  return  flight,  he  stopped at Hastings, Nebraska for food and a rest stop.   He did not put additional fuel in the
airplane  during  the  rest  stop.  He departed for Longmont, Colorado, and experienced a power failure approximately 2.5 hours later; the
pilot  performed  a  forced  landing to a highway.  During the landing sequence, the pilot "extended the landing gear at the last second,"
and  it  failed to fully extend.  The front door post bulk head was bent and the bottom of the airplane was badly damaged.  The pilot said
that  the  airplane held 92 gallons of fuel (88 gallons usable), but they customarily fueled it to the bottom of the fuel necks, which was
approximately  65  gallons  usable.   A representative of the airplane's manufacturer said that the airplane burned approximately 14 to 15
gallons  per hour in cruise flight, with 8 gallons being used for the two takeoffs and climbs to cruise altitude.  The pilot also said the
wind was strong from the west (maybe 30 knots), for the flight to Ankeny, and the return flight to Longmont. 
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The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The pilot's inadequate planning decision which led to fuel exhaustion and subsequent loss of engine power.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE

Findings
     1.  (C) FLUID,FUEL - EXHAUSTION
     2.  (C) PLANNING/DECISION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING
----------

Occurrence #3:         WHEELS UP LANDING
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING

Findings
     3.  AIRPORT FACILITIES,RUNWAY/LANDING AREA CONDITION - ROADWAY/HIGHWAY

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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